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as also lighting purposes. There were rich people in Gandla
Balanja caste who gave gifts to the deities of the temples
as many of the epigraphs in Rayalaseema reveal this.52

JAGGERY AND SUGAR INDUSTRY :

Sugarcane was grown in wet lands. The Sugarcane
juice could be obtained by hand pressing mills. The juice
was boiled in large pans and Jaggery was made.53 Sugar
was in powdered shape as stated by Barbosa.54 It was a
prosperous industry. The farmers and other merchant class
were engaged in this industry. The rulers collected "Kabbina
or Aleya Sunka" from Jaggery makers.55 Palmsugar was
obtained from date palms which was known to Rayalaseema
people. It was a popular industry.56 In Amuktamalyada there
was a description how some people spent their hotter days
in Summer in the gardens of sugarcane.57

SALT INDUSTRY :

Though Rayalaseema did not have any sea coast
there was salt industry in thriving condition during this
periopd. Many people were absorbed in this industry. It was
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